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WASHINGTON, Sept. 12 — 
This country’s two- principal in- 
telligence agencies have con- 
cluded in recent reports sub- 
mitted to the White House that 
Hanoi can sustain the fighting 
in South Vietnam “at* the pres- 
ent rate” for the next two years 
despite the heavy American j 
bombing of North Vietnam* j 
. In separate but concurring] 
reports prepared late last] 
month, the* Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and. the Defense 1 
Intelligence Agency, declared! 
that although the heavy bomb- 
ing in the-North since last April] 
'had been successful in hitting 
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qSoipe 20,000 fresh North 
Vietnamese troops have infil- 
trated into South Vietnam in 
the last six weeks, making, an 
approximate total, of 100,000 
regular soldiers there. Only one 
training brigade is said to re- 
main in North Vietnam. 

£9 The North Vietnamese now 
have the highest ■ number of 
regular troops in the Mekong 
River delta, southwest of Sai- 
gon, since the start of the war. 
The total was estimated 


‘Officials* Conclusions 

The conclusion reached by 
, the intelligence agencies, offi- 
cials said, was that the “ant 
tactics” used in the movement 
of supplies and the three un- 
derground pipelines had en- 
abled the- North Vietnamese to 
keep their forces fighting. 

hey said that frequent pilots’ 
reports of “secondary explo- 
sions” along the infiltration 
trails and the capture of arms 


at 

20,000 to 30,000 men compared! and munitions caches — a 143 
with 3,000 a year ago. Most of ton cache was reported found 
the infiltration has occurred by South Vietnamese troops 
since the start of the Commu- last week^-suggested that ma- 
il 1st offensive March 30 — and tcricl continued moving south- 
intelligence officials said that ward..- • . 

^ the delta now was ‘"our biggest The “secondary explosions” 

designated targets, it had. failed problem,” as pacification pio- are said to indicate that mu- 
♦A .'mPMiMrfiiilv Ktow tlift flow f’ ranis ha . d become “ nousl y nitions depots or loaned trucks 

have been hit while other tar- 


to meaningfully slow the flow [^catened 
.of men and equipment to South r - \ third petroleum pipeline 

Vietnam. . , has been completed between 

A high-ranking intelligence the Chinese frontier railroad 
official, along with others inter- terminal of Pingsiang and 


viewed this week, said, how- 
ever, that if the North had not; 
been heavily bombed, the North 
^Vietnamese could have doubled 
their operations ancl would 
have been, spared heavy losses. 

“They have not been hit 
fatally,” he said, “but they are 
slowly bleeding to death— even 
if it takes two more years.” 

The two intelligence agencies 
said in. their reports, which 
were prepared for the Nation a! 
Security Council, that the over- 
all results of the bombing to 
date havp been disappointing 
because of North Vietnamese 
“ant tactics” in keeping troops 
and supplies moving despite the 
air attacks. The substance of 
the reports was made available 
to The New York Times today 


Hanoi. The work began in May, 


gets have been under attack. 

The officials said the pre- 
dictions of new enemy offen- 
sives during September and Oc- 
tober were based on the do- 


utter the United States mined ploymcnt of troops southward, 
Haiphong harbor, but .the com-, the “preparation of battlcvieias 


pletion of the third pipeline bc-| 
came known only in recent j 
days. i 

frfne North Vietnamese have 
built additional pipelines south- 
ward from Hanoi, to supply 
their forces in South Vietnam. 
One of them reaches down to 
the Ashau Valley. j 

Inelligcnce officials, discuss- 
ing the reports of the two 
agencies, said that it was virtual- 
ly impossible for air strikes to 
cut the pipelines, which are 
;four inches in diameter. Two 
officials said that whenever a 
pipeline was hit, North Vietnam- 
ese technicians turned it off 
at pumping stations while rapid 
repairs were made. 

As lor railways from China, 
the.v said, the North Vietnam- 
ese" have \o a large extent 
neutralized the effects of the 


by highly placed intelligence S all 

officials. ■ available roiling stock and man- 

' These officials, citing daily power, 
intelligence estimates as well, as The officials said that the 
the bombing reports, said that J North Vietnamese "Suit tactics” 
all the indications were that the f involved moving supplies by 


Communists were preparing 
new “high-point” offensives 
throughout South Vietnam with- 
in 30 days 

Following are the highlights 
of the current intelligence esti- 
mates and findings made avail- 
able by the intelligence offi- 
cials: , . ■ 


rail up to a bombed-out bridge 
or a severed highway. The sup- 
plies are- then reportedly moved! 
by river barges, truck, bicycle 
or back pack to railroad cars 
wailing beyond a damaged sec- 
tion. of the" track or a destroyed 
bridge, and reloaded. At the 
same time, it was noted, labor 
units repair- the tracks and 


by demolition and other new 
technical units, captured docu- 
ments and information from de- 
fectors and prisoners of war. 

Those officials emphasized 

: what they termed “a major ef- 
fort”- by the Communists to 
bring troops and supplies into 
the Mekong Delta through Cam- 
bodia’s Chup plantation area, 
the. so-called Parrot’s bcack 
area of 'Cambodia, which juts 
into South Vietnam west of .Sai- 
gon, and Route I, the main 
highway from Saigon to Pnom- 
penh, Cambodia. 

United States intelligence 
estimates are that since the 
start of the Communist offen- 
sive at the end of March in the 
northern part of South Viet- 
nam, the North Vietnamese 
and -the Victcong have lost 
100,000 dead on the battlefield 
and in bombing 'attacks. The 
'South Vietnamese toll is put 
at 25,000 to 30,000. 

But intelligence officias em- 
phasized that both sides had 
suffered equal “qualitative” 
losses in officers and noncom- 
missioned officers. 
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